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Message from the Head Teacher

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students,

As the autumn term draws to a close, | am delighted
to share with you that it has been an extremely posi-
tive time in terms of the outcomes for our young peo-
ple. In this newsletter you will be able to read about
some of the activities that have contributed to this
being the case. The schooal is continuing to maintain
our focus on high academic standards whilst provid-
ing our students with numerous and varied opportuni-
ties to excel outside of the classroom. As ever,
Kingsford students have made the most of these
opportunities and have represented the school admi-
rably.

The current Year 11 are currently in the process of
undertaking their mock GCSE examinations in which
we expect them to prepare themselves well. They will
be looking to build on the achievements of the previ-
ous academic year—when Kingsford of course
gained its best ever GCSE results—and | am confi-
dent that with continued hard work they will be suc-
cessful in doing so. Please see overleaf for exami-
nation guidance for students.

To celebrate the many achievements and the talent
of Kingsford’s young people, | do hope you wil be
able to join us for the Kingsford Community School
showcase that takes place next week, details of
which you can find below. The last day of the current
term is Friday 18th December 2009—you will re-
ceive a separate letter regarding the arrangements
for this day. | would like to wish everyone a very
happy Christmas and New year celebrations and a
well deserved break. | look forward to welcoming
back all staff and students for the start of the spring
term on Monday 4th January 2010.

Finally, | would like to say a fond farewell to those
members of staff who will no longer be with us next
term. Mr Homer and Ms Shaikh are both leaving the
English Learning Area after lengthy service. We
wish them well for the future.

Best wishes and kind regards,

Joan Deslandes, Head Teacher
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Kingsford Debate Team Shines!

According to Edmund Burke, “All that is
necessary for the triumph of evil is that
good men do nothing.” Annie Teriba
(10K10) and Iranga Tcheko (10K10) of
Kingsford Community School strongly
felt that this was the case when they
argued against St Bonaventure’s School
in the first round of the English Speaking
Union’s National Debating Champion-
ships. that ‘dictators should be assassi-
nated!” Kingsford’s argument centred
around the idea that if we allow violent
dictators to take away the civil liberties
and basic freedoms of their citizens, we
are guilty by omission.

The event, hosted by St Bonaventure’s School, took place on Thursday, 26" Novem-
ber, 2009. The Year 10 Kingsford debaters put on an absolutely breath-taking display
of passion and verbal intelligence that completely embarrassed their Year 13 counter-
parts from St Bonaventure’s. Iranga Tcheko set the standards high in her opening
speech, her arguments being well crafted and delivered. Annie Teriba made light work
of destroying the arguments put forward by St Bonaventure’s. Her critical analysis of
the speeches made by her opponents revealed numerous flaws in their arguments and
highlighted the fact that the opposition’s line of debate lacked direction.

Both speakers from the Kingsford team were supported by Kingsford Debate Club
members Amarijit Sidhu (10K10), Marian Adu-Adjei (10K10), Geraldrine Agyeman
(10K6), Aireen Njawa (10K10), Shuheb Ahmed (10K6), Cofi Joseph (10K6) and Beau
Quashie (10K7) who all attended the debate, alongside their teacher, Ms Alimi and
provided encouragement to the team, playing a strong role in the floor debate. The way
the Kingsford students conducted themselves and participated in the event was a testa-
ment to the hours of hard work that they have put in to the debate club meetings during
the after school sessions that they participate in.

Although the team (pictured) did not progress to the final round, they were singled out
for praise by the host teacher and the judges. Of the six teams in the competition, the
Kingsford team was the youngest and newest team and still finished in third place. The
valuable experiences that they have gained will no doubt be useful in the forth coming
debate tournaments in which Kingsford students will be participating. Undoubtedly, the
debate team will continue to grow stronger and win silverware for the school.

Horatio Georgestone, Debate Club Mentor

Showtime at Kingsford!
Wednesday 16" December 6-8pm

Final preparations are now underway for the annual Kingsford Community
School showcase event — ‘SHOWTIME at Kingsford”'. We do hope you will be
able to join us to celebrate the achievements of our students in an evening of
art, drama, dance, gymnastic feats, poetry, music, song and more! Tickets are
on sale in reception every day before school from 8am at a cost of £3.00
for adults and £1.50 for students. Tickets are also available from the Drama
and PE offices before and after school and during break time. Doors will open
at 5.45pm where you will be served refreshments in our Art Gallery and enjoy
some live performances. Our evening will then open at 6.15pm with Kingsford’'s
amazing gymnasts followed by our hosts who will guide you through an evening
of entertainment. We hope to see you there!

Ms Zaubzer, Learning Area Leader for Creative Arts and PE
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Kingsford Debate Club Attends Charity Launch Event

Inaugurated by the Head Teacher Ms Deslandes last term, the Kingsford School Debate
Club has been growing from strength to strength. With the assistance of Debate Mate, the
club has been meeting regularly every Tuesday from 2.45 to 3.45pm. Debate Mate is a char-
ity organisation which runs a yearly programme to train young people in the skills of debating &
and public speaking. Students from 70 schools across the UK take part in the programme,
working with student debaters from the top universities in the country to set up and run their

own debate clubs.

Monday, the 9" of November, 2009 was an exciting day for the club as 15 of its members
attended the launch event of the Debate Mate programme for 2009/2010. The event, which
was held at the Royal Institution of Great Britain, Mayfair London, was attended by over 800
students who are taking part in the programme this year. The show debate of the day

(featuring world champion debaters like Lewis Iwu and top university debaters like Rushab Ranavat and Mel Pope) on banning violent video
games was well received and prompted fantastic contributions from the audience, including Kingsford students, during the floor debates.

Kingsford School Debate Club members had a fantastic time at the launch and made many new friends, while exchanging ideas and tips on
debating. They also had a chance to watch some of the world’s best debaters in action. It promises to be an exciting year for the club as we

go on to compete in and host debate events in the near future.
Ms Alimi, Debate Club Co-ordinator
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| A big THANK YOU! to all those
a" who donated gifts and pre packed
. = shoe boxes for the Samaritans
! Purse Charity Christmas Shoe

Box Appeal 2009. A Total of 64
shoeboxes were collected and
sent off to various parts of the
world including Europe, Asia and
Africa.

Ms Parson, Year 7 Leader

Jack Petchey Award winners announced!

Name: Kieran Genius (11K3)

Nominated by: Ms Andrew, September 2009

Reason for Award: “Kieran works hard as a prefect. He was in-
volved in the after school Poetry Club. He helped the team who
went on to win the National Poetry Slam Competition. Kieran has
matured into a helpful, motivated and positive young man. *

Award: £200 to be spent in the Drama department.

Name: Maureen Ndungi (7K9)

Nominated by: Ms Ramdeen, October 2009

Reason for Award: “For utilising her spiritual teachings when deal-
ing with other members of the tutor group. Maureen has faced
some adversities since starting Kingsford Community School, but
has handled them with dignity and kept a focus on her studies.”
Award: £200 to be spent on trips and prizes for Year 7.

Name: Manzeela Ferdows (11K8)

Nominated by: Ms Shah, November 2009

Reason for Award: “Supporting staff and students as Deputy Head
Girl. Raised awareness of the whole school Harvest Festival Pro-
ject. Supported the whole school House System. Supported her
peers with study support.”

Award: £200 for the Year 11 Prom night project.

Name: Kamil Pedzinski (9K10)

Nominated by: Ms Kopsis, December 2009

Reason for Award: Despite being physically disabled, Kamil always
looks after and keeps an ’eye out’ for his disabled twin, Daniel. He
participates in many aspects of the school life. He is keen, moti-
vated and very very caring.

Award: £200 to be spentin the PE department.
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Year 11 Mock GCSE Exam Guidance

The mock exam season has arrived and Year 11 students are cur-
rently sitting these exams from until to Thursday 17*" of December.

Throughout this term students have been preparing for these exams
and understand the importance of doing well and meeting the aca-
demic targets that have been set by the school. The mock GCSE
exams provide a valuable opportunity for students to develop good
revision habits — such as private study and planning a revision time-
table. Our experience shows that students who prepare well for the
mock exams do well in the following Summer final GCSE ex-
ams. Mock exam results are required on all college and sixth-form
application forms. Here are some final reminders for students:

V Revise and prepare thoroughly before sitting each exam
paper

V Prepare and follow your revision timetable

V Know their exam clashes and you must have rescheduled
these with Ms Nelson

V Arrive 15 minutes before the start of each of your exams

V Attend Study Support if needed before each exam

V' Have the correct equipment for each exam

V Wear the full and correct school uniform for each exam

V Do not have a mobile phone on you whilst in the exam hall

It is important that students make good use of all available study
resources for example; SAM learning, Study Support, subject study
guides and learning websites. Study Support exam sessions are
run each afternoon at the school from 2.45 to 4.00pm and support
students in their revision and exam technique.

Parents and carers can find support at http://www.examzone.co.uk/
home/tips-timetable/parent-tips/ OR please feel free to pick up a
‘Parents and Carers Guide to Study Support’ from the school.

For any further queries regarding the mock exams please contact
Ms Nelson on 020 7476 4700 ext. 219 OR e-mail:
mnelson@kingsford.newham.sch.uk.

All students return to school on Monday 4th January 2010.

Ms Nelson, Director of Learning for Key Stage 4

www.kingsfordschool.com

Tel: 020 7476 4700
E-mail: admin@kingsfordschool.com
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