
On Friday 22nd January 2010, over 100 
leading Head Teachers, important politi-
cians and other influential figures in edu-
cation from across the country descended 
upon Kingsford for a conference on the 
subject of social mobility.  The ô100 Group 
Conferenceô was organised by Kingsford 
in partnership with Brighton College in 
order to discuss ways of helping more 
young people to maximise their poten-
tialðsomething that the two schools have 
already achieved through their work and 
unique scholarship link.  
 
The Prime Minister himself, Gordon 
Brown,  made an appearance via means 
of a video message in which he described 
Kingsford as an example for other schools 
to follow. ñI want to congratulate the 100 
Group for its innovative role in bringing state and independent schools together to improve 
education and social mobility and particularly the pioneers of that partnership, Kingsford 
Community School and Brighton College, whose successful alliance is a blueprint for oth-
ersò, he said, also praising the whole event for being one of the first such occasions to in-
volve students.   
 
Indeed, each visiting Head Teacher was invited to bring with them two students who, hav-
ing  been greeted by Chair of Governors, John Cocking, were given the chance to visit the 
site of the London 2012 Olympic Games, accompanied by former Olympians, Tessa San-
derson CBE and Kingsfordôs own learning mentor Tony Jarrett (pictured below with Kings-
ford prefects and staff). In the afternoon, the students were then able to put some challeng-
ing questions on the subject of social mobility to a panel of experts including Stephen 
Timms, MP for East Ham, Tessa Sanderson, Olympic Gold medallist, and Tony Little, 
Head Master of Eton College.  The day was brought to a memorable conclusion when the 
students from across the country came together to perform a stunning piece of choral mu-
sic, rehearsed earlier in the day, to a captivated audience (pictured overleaf).              
 
Stephen Timms, Kingsfordôs local MP, Vince Cable MP, Deputy Leader of the Liberal De-
mocrats, (both pictured with Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes, above), Michael Gove, 
Shadow Secretary of State for Children Schools and Families, and Richard Cairns, Head  
Master of Brighton College, were among the keynote speakers present who outlined what 
can be done to help young people be successful regardless of their social background or 
wealth.   

 
However, perhaps the biggest impact on the audience was made by former 
Kingsford students and Brighton College scholars, Tosin Teriba and Jorden Ed-
gar-Oliyide, who both spoke (and, in Tosinôs case, sang!) passionately about their 
own experiences and urged all those present to follow the example of Kingsford 
and Brighton to provide more young people with a chance to follow in their own 
footsteps. 
    
Kingsfordôs Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes, opened the day with a rousing 
speech in which she stressed the importance of young people being given the 
chance to realise their potential, particularly in areas affected by socio-economic 
deprivation: ñIt is crucial for every young person to be developed to their absolute 
maximum ï a necessity that has been given increased importance in the current 
economic downturnò, she said.  Michael Gove was also full of praise for the 
school and its Head Teacher: ñIôm so impressed by what you have achieved at 
Kingsford, I hope Iôll have the chance to come back and visit soonò, he said.   
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Message from the Head Teacher  
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

It has been an extremely busy but also an im-
mensely positive start to the new term and New 
Year.  Friday 22nd January was a historic day for 
Kingsford as some of the countryôs most significant 
educational figures attended the school for an im-
portant conference on social mobility (full report, 
right).  The event gained coverage throughout the 
national press and even recognition from the Prime 
Minister himself!   It was a tremendously successful 
occasion and I would like to thank those members of 
staff and students involved, who made hosting such 
a prestigious event so rewarding.   
 

I am also delighted to announce that Kingsford has 
been awarded the CPD Mark for excellence in Con-
tinuing Professional Development.  The award re-
flects the schoolôs progress in standards of teaching 
and learning and providing positive 
outcomes for our pupils. I would like 
to thank Mr Steel, Director of 
Learning, for his leading contribu-
tion in ensuring that Kingsford 
could demonstrate that it had met 
the standards worthy of receiving the 
CPD Mark.   
 

Additionally, I am extremely pleased to announce 
that Kingsford has become a member of the Get Set 
Olympic Network in preparation for the 2012 Olym-
pic Games. The Olympics are aimed at encouraging 
the important values of excellence, inspiration, 
friendship, determination, respect, equality, and 
courage.  These are all core values at Kingsford 
Community School and I look forward to bringing 
you news of Kingsfordôs involvement in further 
Olympic  projects over the next two years. 
 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone an enjoyable 
and well deserved half term break.  I look forward to 
seeing students and staff again on Monday 22nd 
February.  
 

Kind regards and best wishes for 2010, 
 

Joan Deslandes, Head Teacher  
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