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China Immersion Course, Summer 2009 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 
Thank you all for ensuring that the start of 
the new academic year continues to run 
smoothly.  The new term has already 
yielded many exciting opportunities for our 
students and there are many more to follow 
in the coming months.     
 
I was delighted to recently welcome Hilary 
Wilce, journalist for The Independent news-
paper, to the school to visit Kingsford’s 
Confucius Classroom. Kingsford’s link with 
China is one of the things that make it such 
a unique school.  I was pleased that Ms 
Wilce had a chance to witness the ex-
tremely positive effect that learning Manda-
rin is having on our students, both cultur-
ally and academically.  She presented her 
findings in an article published nationally 
in the Independent newspaper (right).  It 
was extremely pleasing for the school to 
receive such excellent coverage at the start 
of the academic year and I am sure that it 
will not be the last time!  
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate our new 
Head Girl, Head Boy and the rest of the 
Student Leaders Team for their successful 
appointments (see page 2).  These stu-
dents have been entrusted with the impor-
tant role of being ambassadors for the 
school and I am sure that they will rise to 
the challenge and meet it. 
 
Best wishes and kind regards, 
 
Joan Deslandes 
Head Teacher 

Kingsford Features In National Press Again! 

On Thursday 1st October, Hilary Wilce, a top educational journalist, visited the school 
to  write about the innovative opportunities that Kingsford provides its students as a 
Confucius Classroom and the efforts the school is making to introduce Mandarin to 
more schools across the country.  The result was an article that appeared nationally in 
the Independent newspaper on Thursday 8th October as the cover story for its educa-
tional supplement (pictured, above). Ms Wilce was clearly extremely impressed with the 
school and the intelligent, articulate young people that she spoke to - including Kings-
fordôs newly appointed Head Girl, Anita George (11K6), and Head Boy, Tajammul Hus-
sain (11K10), and Mandarin students Johura Hasna (9K7ðpictured, top right) and Os-
man Abdul-Moomin (9K7).  She also watched students perform a stunning traditional 
fan danceðjust one of the many cultural activities available to Kingsfordôs Chinese 
learners.  The many opportunities that Kingsford offers its students to learn about 
Chinaôs language and culture were highlighted in the article, such as regular chances to 
visit China (see below). The full article can be found online in the education section of 
the Independent website (www.theindependent.co.uk) and in the press section of 
Kingsfordôs own website (www.kingsfordschool.com). 

This summer, a group of Kingsford students travelled to China to partake in a 
three week immersion course. As the first school in the UK to place Mandarin on 
its curriculum and the first Confucius Classroom (a centre of excellence, recog-
nised by the Chinese government, for the promotion and teaching of Chinaôs 
language and culture) for London and the south-east, Kingsford is privileged to 
be one of the few schools to be able to regularly provide its students with the 
opportunity to visit the home of the worldôs fastest growing economy.  Frankie 
Beesley (8K7), Mikaeel Bobat (8K9), Anzhelika Lukauskas (8K7), Meera Pillai 
(8K8), Calam Stuart (8K8),  Melhola Altere (8K9), Omar Gulay (11K8) all trav-
elled to China in July.  The course took place in Beijing at the Beijing Foreign 
Studies University.  The students had the opportunity to engage in an intensive 
three week programme comprising of Mandarin lessons, culture classes and 
visits to historical places in Beijing, China.  The group (pictured, left) visited vari-
ous landmarks in Beijing including the Forbidden City, Summer Palace, the 
Great Wall, Beijing Zoo, Beijing Botanical gardens, and the Garden of World 
Flowers. However, the highlights of the trip were the famous temple of Heaven 
and the Beijing Olympic Stadium with its intricate design and architecture. 



Ms Sarkar, Business Studies & Enterprise Subject Leader 
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Kingsford Student Leaders Team 2009-2010 

The school is pleased to announce the appointment of its Stu-
dent Leaders Team for the new academic year.  Congratulations 
to Tajammul Hussain (11K6) and Anita George (11K10), pic-
tured,  who have been elected as Head Boy and Head Girl re-
spectively.  Meanwhile,  Manzeela Ferdows (11K8) and James 

Ogunleye (11K10)  have been chosen as Deputy Head Girl and 
Head Boy, whilst Molly Makins (11K2) and Jathusiyia Preman-
anth (11K2) have been appointed as Assistant Student Heads.  
Congratulation also go to the following students who have been 
selected as school prefects:  Ingrid Habimana (11K7), Abu-Bakr 
Khan (11K7), Anujan Soosapillai (11K1), Christina Okorocha 
(11K7), Venika Kalambay-Kayibi (11K6), Daniel Modeste 
(11K2), Terri OôNeil (11K3), Kieran Genius (11K3), Shanice 
Agard (11K6), Sarah Sharkah (11K7), Mohamad Jaffer (11K2), 

Olamide Alimi (11K2), Jigar Polra (11K1), Ruta Juskauskaite 
(11K8), Teodora Andrian (11K7), Samuel Ekregbesi (11K8), 
Ridwan Hoque (11K2), Hazel Allison (11K5), Mahmood Choud-
hury (11K3), Jethro Katungi (11K5), Storm Campbell (11K4), 
Rosemary Ovensehi (11K7), Caroline Aboikoni (11K5), Kenzer 
Lee (11K4), Fahmid Rahman (11K9),  Karina Girnyte (11K5), 
Rhiannon Anderson (11K7), Jazmine Genius (11K5), Aurelija 
Zubaviciute (11K10), Frank Yamoah (11K2), Chidera Okoro 
(11K7).  The school would like to wish them all well in their new 

responsibilities and their academic work in the year ahead.   

Wednesday October 7th saw fifteen enthusiastic Year 11 Business Studies students travel to 
Kingsfordôs partner school, Brighton College, for an Entrepreneurship Masterclass, organised 

by Young Enterprise, the UKôs leading business and enterprise education charity.   

 
The event was designed to introduce young people to the concepts and considerations of 
starting a business. 60 Year 11 Students formed eight teams to compete in a challenge to 
use £500 and start up a business of a choice.  Students worked in groups and had to pitch 
their business ideas to the guest entrepre-
neur, Diana Horner.  It was fantastic to see 
students produce such creative business 
ideas and present them in a professional 
manner with such confidence.  At the end of 
the day the winners were announced.  In 

the winning group were Kingsford students Anita George (11K10) and Abu-Bakr Khan 
(11K7), whilst the two runner up groups  included Samuel Ekregbesi  (11K8), Anujan 
Soosapillai (11K1) and James Ogunleye (11K10).  The event was highly successful 
and it was fantastic to see students from different educational sectors working together 
so efficiently.  Indeed, the activities were designed to encourage the students to be 
enterprising, to work as a team, to communicate effectively, to be creative & to learn 
more about the qualities of a successful Entrepreneur, skills that will help them as they 
work towards the completion of their GCSE Business Studies course.  They will be 
hoping to maintain the schoolôs excellent level of achievement in Business Studiesð
recent results saw a hugely impressive 97% of students attain at A*-C grade in the subject, comfortably beating the National average.  

Entrepreneurship Masterclass at Brighton College 

On Wednesday the 7th October, 
fourteen Year 9 students were 
invited to attend a Field Trip in 
partnership with Brighton College. 
The day was at the Crowborough 
Training Camp, East Sussex,  in 
conjunction with the Combined 
Cadet Forces (CCF). The aim of 
the day was for Kingsford students 
to get a taste of what the CCFôs 
objectives are. The day involved a 
range of activities, both physical 
and mental. Students had to dress 
up in camouflage gear and war 
paint and put their stealth skills to the test in the bush.  They were 
taught how to prepare army rations and were asked to sample the 
tasty space food! There were sausages, toffee pudding and high 
energy snacks to sample. Cadets were taught how to march in files 
of three, how to be on lookout if in the field and how to approach 
enemy targets. The physical assault course tested our students as 
the rain began to 
fall. Under the 
barbwire crawl, 
over the 20 foot 
ropes, climbing 7 
feet concrete walls 
and swinging over 
water on ropes 
were some of the 
obstacles encoun-
tered. Kingsford 
students excelled 
on this task. Fi-
nally, it was off to 
the shooting range 
to learn how to fire a rifle. The target was set at 25 metres, and it 
was Brinda Indusegaran (9K7) who starred, hitting all five shots 
onto an A4 piece of paper. The day was greatly enjoyed by all the 
students and we look forward to joining up with Brighton College 
again for further excitement in the field! 
 
Mr. Hopcraft 
Acting Director of Learning for Key Stage 3 

Combined Cadet Forces Field Trip to Crowborough 

www.kingsfordschool.com  

Above: Tajammul Hussain, Head Boy, and Anita George, Head Girl. 


