
Desmond Mpilo Tutu (born 7 October 

1931) is a South African cleric and 
activist who rose to worldwide fame 
during the 1980s as an opponent of 

apartheid—a system of legal racial 
segregation enforced by the National 
Party government in South Africa be-

tween 1948 and 1994, under which the 
rights of the majority black inhabitants 
of South Africa were curtailed. In 1984, 

Tutu became the second South African 
to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Tutu was the first black South African 

Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, 
South Africa, and primate of the 
Church of the Province of Southern 

Africa. 

Kingsford Times 

Issue 9    8th March 2010   

Kingsford Community School: A Specialist Language College and Confucius Classroom 

Student Name:  Tutor Group: 

1 

The Experience Of A Lifetime: 
Meeting Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

 

Message from the Prefect Team 
 
Bullying occurs everywhere, 
not just in school.  It is a 
form of abuse and is un-
acceptable.  When one 
is bullied they feel threat-
ened and therefore can 
find it difficult to talk to 
someone about it.  How-
ever, as Prefects we would 
like all students to know that 
you can approach us if ever you 
are unfortunately being bullied.  We may be able 
to understand you better than teachers—but either 
way you should approach someone.  Suffering in 
silence doesn’t help the problem at all, your situa-
tion may even get worse because you will feel 
lonely—yet there are people willing to help!   
 

If you feel that you are being bullied, please do 
approach any member of the prefect team for ad-
vice and support. 

Above: Archbishop Tutu with Annie Teriba and 

Kingsford’s Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes. 

Message from the Head Teacher 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

I trust that you all had a relaxing half term break.    
 

The term continues to be a hugely successful one 
including many new activities and events to cele-
brate ability, diversity and excellence at Kingsford 
Community School. 
 

I would like to thank all those who attended the 
’Love Your Environment’ Beckton Community Fo-
rum event hosted by the school on Saturday 13th 
February.  It was an exceptionally enjoyable event 
for an extremely important cause.  Special thanks 
go to all the staff and students whose contributions 
ensured that the occasion was a huge success.  I 
am also delighted to inform you of further suc-
cesses for our students in the East London Hockey 
Cup and the UK National Mandarin Speaking 
Competition.  Full reports will be included in the 
next newsletter.     
 

It has been a crucial time academically as Year 10 
and 11 students have been undertaking GCSE 
examinations for which I would like to wish them 
well.  The school received its best ever GCSE 
exam results in 2009 and this year’s GCSE stu-
dents will be working hard to build upon this suc-
cess.   
 

The school is looking to encourage more contribu-
tions from students to this newsletter and would 
also welcome any contributions from parents and 
carers. Please e-mail all contributions to: 
admin@kingsfordschool.com 
 

Best wishes and kind regards, 
 

Joan Deslandes,  
Head Teacher 

Last month we were given a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet 
the Archbishop Desmond Tutu—an inspirationally substantial 
figure in the anti-apartheid movement.  We arrived at the Olympic 
Park—which , if we may say, is really shaping up well—to find the 
Archbishop speaking about the importance of Equality, one of the 
Olympic values.  It was awe-inspiring to see how, despite the fact 
that his past has been full of many challenges and disadvantage, 
he was so magnanimous, vibrant and full of life.  His enthusiasm 
on the subject reflected his strong beliefs.   His message was 

filled with love: “equality is the basis of a good society and diversity is the cornerstone 
of advancement.”  He was elated that this was a message that the London 2012 
Olympics hopes to send out and highlighted the importance of all the Olympic val-
ues— excellence, inspiration, friendship, determination, respect, equality, and cour-
age. “One of the things we can learn about the Olympics is that it joins people to-
gether", he said.  He also told us that he believe the 2012 Olympics will have a really 
positive influence on East London.   Then we were lucky enough to have our pictures 
taken with him, after he had spent time speaking to our Head Teacher about Kings-
ford and extending his blessings to her and the school.   This was an experience of a 
lifetime that left an impression that will stay with us forever. 

Above: Kingsford students Annie Teriba (10K10) and Michael Mann (9K3) alongside the 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu and other local students at the Olympic Park.   
 

By Annie Teriba (10K10) and Michael Mann (9K3) 
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 2010 

On Saturday 13th February, students, parents, staff and other important  guests, including the Mayor of Newham himself, descended upon 
the school for an important community event, organised in partnership with the Beckton Community Forum and its Active Community Team.  
The free event, entitled ’Love Your Environment’, was all about learning to reuse, recycle and reduce and put your heart into making the 
environment a better place for all.  Numerous activities were available on the day, including several contributions from Kingsford’s staff and 
students.  “The Mayor of Newham, Deputy Mayor, all our local councillors, school Governors and indeed all who attended praised the excel-
lent behaviour of Kingsford students who helped in many ways to make the day such a success”, said the Reverend Fred Ashford-Okai, 
Kingsford’s Community Cohesion Officer.  Indeed, students and staff played a key role at the event, with the debate club and choir being 
present to showcase their talents. 
 

The event also included a fantastic contribution from students and 
staff, from the Humanities and Science Learning Areas, involved in 
the school’s Renewable Energy Project.  Well done to the following 
students involved:   Khadijat Opeloyeru (8K1), Adriana Klimentjevaite 
(8K10), Ghazi Haider (8K2), Harrison Onyebuchi Egony (8K2), Adam 
Tribeche (8K3), Faiza Khan (8K3), Munashe Msipa (8K4), Remya 
Salimkumar (8K4), Ahmed Jimale (8K5), Amina Abdinur (8K5),  Habib 
Iqbal (8K5), Dorian Hasani (8K6), Pedro Menezes (8K6), Awais Alam 
(8K7),  Prasana Kalanathan (8K7), Christianne Daniel (8K8), Ryhan 
Uddin (8K8), Saranya Paruthirajan (8K8), Seray Tas (8K8), Albert 
Cobham (8K9), Hassan Parwaiz (8K9) and Melhola Altere (8K9).  
 

Pictured (right): Kingsford students with Sir Robin Wales (The Mayor 
of Newham), Councillor Ayesha Chowdhury (School Governor), Coun-
cillor Dr Alec Kellaway (School Governor),  Mr Thomas Donkor 
(Environmental Scientist from SolarEmpower) and Ms Taninki 
(Science Learning Co-ordinator for Inclusion). 

Saturday 13th February 2020 heralded the arrival of the Chinese New 
Year, the Year of the Tiger.  As a major centre for the promotion of 
Chinese learning and culture, Kingsford Community School celebrated 
the event in style. Under the expert guidance of Ms Li Xia, Mr Yan 
Tong and Ms Lingling Liu, Kingsford’s three Hanban funded Confucius 
Classroom teachers, students were provided with several cultural 
workshops; these included a huge assortment of activities such as 
Chinese calligraphy (pictured above) and paper cutting.  The whole 
event, organised by Linying Liu, Manager of Kingsford’s Confucius 
Classroom, was a huge success with students, allowing them to get a 
full flavour of the Chinese culture.  Workshops were also provided at 
several other local schools, a reflection of the outreach work that 
Kingsford undertakes on a regular basis to promote China’s language 
and culture to students across London and beyond. 
 

The last Year of the Tiger was 1998.  The Chinese calendar has a 
cycle of 12 years with a zodiac of 12 animal signs for each year. The 
Chinese believe that the animal associated with the year of a person's 

birth will be linked to certain personality traits.  
 

Are you a Tiger? It is said that people born in the year of the Tiger 
(some current Year 7 students!) have characteristics which include 
bravery, sensitivity, and confidence, and are thought to be bold, pow-
erful and adventurous. Yet, tigers are prone to be short tempered, 
indecisive, are suspicious of others, and are risk takers. It is thought 
that tigers make good bosses and leaders, and are superb actors, 
writers, and publicists. 

Love Your Environment at Kingsford Community School 

Liam Goodman: A Star of the Future 
Congratulations to Kingsford’s budding young actor, Liam 
Goodman (8K7) who has been selected to travel to 
Las Vegas this summer to showcase his acting talent 
to top agents, managers, casting directors and indus-
try professionals at an International Presentation of 
Performers!   Liam is currently performing at the  
Celebrity Talent Academy where he has been ad-
vancing and developing his acting skills. 
 

 “We feel Liam possesses the skills and determina-
tion to become a successful young actor and are 
thrilled that he will be attending this event.  The 
experience of participating in such a competition 
will serve to enhance Liam’s experience as a 
young talent and also give a him a memorable cultural experi-
ence”, said the Director of the Celebrity Talent Academy. 
 

Liam is one of many talented young people who regularly repre-
sent Kingsford magnificently on a local, national and international 
scale.  The school would like to wish Liam good luck for the occa-
sion and looks forward to bringing you a report of his experience 
later on the Year.  

Forthcoming Events 
 

Monday 8th March—Friday 12th March  
Science Gifted and Talented Challenge Week 

 

Monday 8th—Tuesday 9th March 
Year 11 Drama Mock Showcase 

 

Saturday 13th March 
Year 10/11 Exam Skills Conference for A/A* Students 

 

Thursday 18th March 
Year 10 Parents Evening 

 

Friday 19th March 
óBattle of the Bandsô Music Concert 
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