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Message from the Head Teacher  
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

Welcome back to the Summer Term at Kingsford. I 
hope you all had an enjoyable Easter Break. 
 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all students, 
parents, carers and staff for their co-operation in terms 
of the reduced timetable arrangements made last 
week on account of the flight delay repercussions of 

the volcanic eruption in Iceland.  I hope that anyone 
who was stranded in a foreign land has now returned 
safely to the UK! 
 

Last week, Kingsford students discussed more positive 
aspects of the natural world as they came together to 
celebrate Earth Day 2010. I was delighted to welcome 
Sonia Laul, Environment Officer from the US Em-

bassy, who spoke to students in school last week 
about what they can do to help protect the world in 
which they live.  Kingsford Community School is fully 
committed to promoting an awareness of the impor-
tance of caring for the worldôs environment.  The 
school hosted the Beckton Community Forum óLove 
Your Environmentô event in February and also recently 

ran a Renewable Energy Project which gave students 
an insight into the importance of using sustainable 
sources of energy. You can read more about Earth 
Day in an article in this newsletter.  
 

The Summer Term is one where the school is particu-
larly focussed on examinations and for our Year 11 
students this is important as they embark on their 

GSCE examinations which begin next week. I would 
welcome the support of all parents and carers in en-
suring that our children work very hard in their exami-
nation preparation and begin a regular revision routine 
from now.  
 

Some of you have enquired as to  whether the school 
will be closed next Thursday 6th May to be used as a 

polling station for the Parliamentary and local elec-
tions. Kingsford will not be closed as it is not a poll-
ing station, but I trust that all members of the school 
community who can, will use their vote.  
 

Enjoy reading the newsletter and I extend my very best 
wishes and kind regards to you all.  
 

Joan Deslandes, Head Teacher  

Mirroring the historic televised leadership debates with the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown 
and opposition leaders Nick Clegg and David Cameron, Kingsford students took part in a 
Young Peopleôs Home Affairs debate last week, the highlights of which were aired on Sky 

News.  They were joined by pupils from other schools at the United Learning Trust's Acad-
emy in Moss Side, Manchester, to debate the question 'Is Britain Broken?'. It was the first 
of three similar events in areas of high socio-economic challenge, including child poverty, 
and was aimed at developing students' communication, teamwork and leadership skills.   
The debates, each of which lasted 45 minutes, saw students speaking for up to three min-
utes on questions related to Home Affairs issues, as well as responding to comments from 
the audience made up of pupils from the participating schools.  Kingsford was magnifi-
cently represented at this event by Iranga Tcheko (10K10, pictured) and Annie Teriba 

(10K10).    
 
Throughout this academic 
year, Kingsfordôs debate 
club has been working 
with an organisation 
known as óDebate Mateô, a 

charity which uses debat-
ing to develop the verbal 
intelligence of young peo-
ple.  Kingsfordôs debaters, 
led by Ms Alimi, from the 
English Learning Area, 
have enjoyed some very 

notable achievements, 
including being invited to 
debate at 11 Downing 
Street, the home of the 
Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer! 
 
Margaret McCabe, Chief 

Executive of Debate Mate 
said: "We are creating the 
business, social and politi-
cal leaders of the futureé
Everyone who comes to 
watch the debates is 
amazed at how articulate and willing to take part young people are". A Sky News report of 

the event, featuring Iranga and Annie, can be viewed online at:  

www.kingsfordschool.com/kTV.cfm  

Is Britain Broken? The answer is ñNoò  
This was the verdict after the participation of Kingsford  

students in a televised Sky News national debate  



On Wednesday 21st April 2010, Sonia Laul, Environment Officer from the American 
Embassy, visited the school in order to celebrate Earth Day.  Earth Day is a day 
designed to inspire awareness and appreciation for the Earth's environment. It was 
founded by U.S. Senator Nelson of Wisconsin as an environmental teach-in in 
1970 and is celebrated in many countries every year.   
 
Ms. Laul gave an inspirational talk to Year 8 students about Earth Day and the en-
vironment before heading outside to help them plant some seeds.  The resulting 
plants will be placed in the Kingsford Community School Memorial Garden which is 
currently being developed.  The garden will remember and celebrate the lives of 
those Kingsford students who have tragically lost their lives in recent years, as well 
as being used to teach current students about their responsibility to care for the 
environment.  Below are some thoughts from Kingsford students about caring for 
the environment and what they have learnt from the day. 

ñIôve learnt that in order to save the planet, everyone 
has to take part by just doing a few small things like 
planting seeds in your garden, using solar panels and not dropping litter.  Iôm 
going to respect the planet more by making sure that I am not wasting electric-
ity, not littering, planting seeds and being environmentally friendly.  I believe if        
everyone does this the world will be a better place.ò 
Albert Cobham (8K9)  
 
ñOne thing I have learnt is what óEarth Dayô has to offer.  It has made me realise  
that people should treat our planet with care, just like our mothers care for us.ò 
Christianne Daniel  (8K8)  

 
ñAfter planting the seeds today, Iôve learnt how easy it is to help save the 
planet.  If almost everyone on earth pitched in, we could save the planet within 
a day!ò 
Munashe Msipa (8K4)  

 
ñToday I have learnt that Earth Day is on 22nd April every year.  It is a special 
day which encourages you to try to recycle, reuse and reduce and not pollute.  
You will not always know the outcome of polluting.  For example, pollution 
could cause a river of fishes to all die and rise to the surface of the sea.  Next 
time you use a car or something that pollutes, remember what youôre doing!ò 
Hassan Parwaiz (8K9)  
 
ñSoniaôs visit is one that I wonôt forget.  Some of the things I have learnt about will influence the way I think and how I comp lete some of 
my everyday tasks.  Now I feel the need to look after the earth by recycling and even getting dirty by planting some plants.  I hope that the 
ideas of  the Copenhagen Accord will make a lot of difference to the world so that future generations will be able to enjoy a nd love the 
earth as much as we do.ò 
Amina Abdinur (8K5)  

Kingsford Celebrates Earth Day 2010  

Kingsford students lead Newham district team to Essex Cup glory!  

Congratulations to the Year 8 Newham District Football team (pictured above left)  who have been crowned champions in the Essex Cup!  
The team is captained by Kingsford student Spencer Forte (8K6, pictured top right, left) and also includes Kingsford students Tony Oye-
banjo (8K3), Victor Ovensehi (8K3), Dwayne Lewin (8K1), Josias Biembongo (8K5) and Jason Mbelek (8K1).  The squad travelled to Brent-
wood Football Club on Monday 26th April to defeat Chelmsford 4-0 in the final.  It was an impressive win for the team who have performed 
magnificently throughout the tournament under the guidance of their coach, Mr Steel, Director of Learning. 

Left: Year 8 students with Sonia Laul (US Embassy Environment Officer), Ms Burrell-Joseph 
(Learning Area Leader for Humanities), Joan Deslandes (Head Teacher) and Mr Linathan 
(Director of Learning).   

Above : Sonia Laul helps Kingsford students plant seeds to 
celebrate Earth Day 2010 


