
On the 30th June, Kingsford Community School became the National Richard Koch 
Cup winners. The school was unbeaten going into the final of this prestigious debating 
competition and this did not change as they left the competition as national champions. 
In the UK, everyone is entitled to freedom of speech. However, very few are gifted with 
the ability to voice their opinions clearly and effectively against strong conflicting views 
in front of a crowd of esteemed dignitaries in the House of Lords. This was the task 
which was put before Annie Teriba (10K10), Iranga Tcheko (10K10), Amarjit Sidhu 
(10K10), Cofi Joseph (10K6) and Geraldrine Agyeman (10K6), pictured above outside 
the House of Lords. It was a task which they completed with a great deal of style, to 
the delight of their Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes, who watched the final in which 
Kingsford students opposed the motion ñThis house would abolish the monarchyò 
against Manchester Academy. The judges were quick to unanimously decide that 
Kingsford were champions. 
 

The Kingsford team received much praise from many distinguished guests, including 
Stephen Fry (actor, writer, journalist, comedian and film director), Krishnan Guru-
Murphy  (from channel four news), Margaret Mountford (a British lawyer and business 
woman who was formerly on The Apprentice) and Alan Parker (Chairman of Brunswick 
LLP as well as being chairmen of Save the Children and China Now). 
 

The Richard Koch cup is the fourth debating championship to be won by the Kingsford 
team in 2010. Their success is a result of having a large group of enthusiastic young 
debaters, from Years 7-10, who support and challenge members of the team to ensure 
they always provide their best performances in competitions. Their success is also a 
result of the dedication of their English Teacher, Ms Alimi, who has willingly given the 
time and care needed to nurture the talents of all the students who debate in her club. 
This year, Ms Alimi was assisted by mentors, Horatio Georgestone and Paul Collier. 
 

The Kingsford team have fuelled a media craze and have been approached by numer-
ous newspapers and broadcasters to conduct interviews, including Radio 4. They have 
left their mark on their nation as well as their school and local community. ñWinning the 
Richard Koch Cup has capped a truly wonderful year for Kingsfordôs debate teamò, 
said Ms Deslandes,  ñThese students are a credit to Kingsford and to Newham and 
have shown just how much talent exists in our local community.  I am already looking 
forward to next year, when I am confident they can achieve even greater things.ò 
 

Report written by Horatio Georgestone, Debate Club Mentor  
 

The Radio 4 Interview with Kingsford  students can be heard at:  
http://www.kingsfordschool.com/kTV.cfm 
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Message from the Head Teacher  
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students,  
 

With the summer holidays almost upon us, I 
am left to reflect on what has been one of the 
most successful academic years in the history 
of Kingsford Community School.   
 

The year commenced with Kingsford having 
just achieved its best ever GCSE exams re-
sults and this success has inspired our staff 
and students to many more hugely significant 
achievements.  
 

The year has seen many of our students repre-
sent the school magnificently in a huge variety 
of different competitions, including winning 
the London Teenage Poetry Slam (and a trip to 
Chicago!), the London and Essex football cups 
and the Urban Debate League.  Our students 
recently won another national debating com-
petition (see feature, right), which gave them 
the opportunity to debate in front of leading 
dignitaries and other celebrities at the House 
of Lords.  
 

Kingsford prides itself on its total dedication 
to all of the young people in its care.  However, 
the school is also committed to the welfare 
and development of its talented and dedicated 
staff, both teaching and non -teaching.  I was 
delighted that this commitment was recently 
recognised through the schoolôs receipt of the 
Investors In People Bronze Award, a great 
achievement for Kingsford as a workplace.   
 

Indeed, the year has seen members of staff 
achieve some outstanding personal suc-
cesses.  Mr Ferraby was recently officially rec-
ognised by the Specialist Schools and Acad-
emies Trust for his work as an outstanding 
Mandarin teacher.  His work, alongside that of 
Ms Liu, has been fundamental to Kingsfordôs 
Confucius Classroom being recognised as the 
best in the world.   
 

Kingsford has also recently been awarded  
Artsmark Gold status, a reflection of its com-
mitment to and excellence in the Arts.  These 
are all wonderful achievements and again re-
flect the extremely high standards that the 
school continues to set, attain and exceed.  
 

I would like to thank you all for making a 
hugely positive contribution through the year, 
which I am sure will be rewarded by another 
excellent set of exam results in August.  
 

I wish you all an enjoyable and extremely well 
deserved summer break.  
 

Wish best wishes,  
 

Joan Deslandes  
Head Teacher  

Kingsford Community School: A Specialist Language College and Confucius Classroom  

Kingsford Triumphs in  
National Debating Competition  



On Tuesday 1st July,  the school was honoured and privileged to be 
visited by Madam Xu Lin, Director General of Hanban, the Chinese 
government organisation that sponsors Kingsfordôs Confucius Class-
room. Her visit, alongside her colleagues from the Chinese Embassy, 
Hanban and representatives from the Specialist Schools and Acad-
emies Trust and Peking University, was without doubt one of the most 
significant occasions that Kingsfordôs Confucius Classroom has ever 
experienced.   
 
The delegation was treated to several magnificent student perform-
ances, co-ordinated by Ms Liu (Confucius Classroom Manager), in-
cluding Taiji and Tibetan fan dances.  Kingsfordôs Mandarin speaking 
team also repeated their dazzling performance, entitled óThe Dragon 
Boat Festivalô, that earned them third place in the final of the HSBC 
National Mandarin Speaking Competition.   Former Kingsford student, 
Obi Imachuku, now undertaking her  A-levels at top independent 
school, Taunton School for Girls, also returned to Kingsford to sing the 
Chinese Olympic song in Mandarin!  The captivated audience also 
included Kingsfordôs Chair of Governors, John Cocking, Councillor and 
School Governor, Alec Kellaway, and Cllr Patricia Holland (pictured). 
 
Whilst at the school, Madame Xu Lin said it was her view that Kings-
ford was the best Confucius Classroom in the world.  She was so im-
pressed with the students she met that she extended an immensely 
kind invitation to provide several of them with the opportunity to visit 
China in the near future, free of charge!  They were absolutely ecstatic 
to hear of her incredible offer, a direct reflection of the enthusiasm and 
fascination that Kingsfordôs students possess with regards to the lan-
guage and culture of China.  
 
ñBeing a Confucius Classroom is a great source of pride for the 
schoolò, said Joan Deslandes, Head Teacher,  ñIt was thus an absolute 
privilege to welcome Madame Xu Lin to Kingsford in order to witness 
the extremely positive outcomes that are being achieved through the 
magnificent collaborative work between Kingsford, Hanban, Peking 
University Middle School and the Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust.ò  
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Madame Xu Lin Visits Kingsford  

A group of 45 Year 9 & 10 Business Studies students 
recently visited an American Investment Bank, State 
Street.  Students learnt about different types of banks, 
financial markets and the history of banking.  Students 
learnt how they can plan for the future, including the 
different types of financial packages they might need 
in the future.  The day gave students an insight into 
the different career paths available in the banking 
industry.  Students had the opportunity to meet pro-
fessional bankers and had a tour around the invest-
ment bank.  Students had the opportunity to play the 
banking Boulevard game which they thoroughly en-
joyed. 
 
Students worked in groups and were given a challenge to set up their own bank. In 

groups, students had to design the theme of the bank, develop a set of financial products and services targeted at students, design a 
catchy bank slogan and design an effective marketing strategy.  Year 10 Kingsford students won the competition by producing a creative 
advert for their Bank called ñ The Hi Flying Bankò.   Well done to winners Luis Fernandes, Zain Nutley-Stanford and Kawser Ahmed! 
 
All the students involved were engaged and had a brilliant time throughout the multitude of activities put on for them during the day.  All of 

the groups produced outstanding presentations that were both entertaining and informative and were rewarded with certificates for their 

hard work.  State Street Bank was very impressed not only with the behaviour but the quality of work that Kingsford students produced. 

Ms Sarkar, Business Studies Subject Leader  

Hi-Flying Kingsford Students Win Banking Competition  

Above: John Cocking, Kingsford Chair of Governors, Mandame Xu Lin, 
Director General of Hanban and Councillor Patricia Holland.   

Above:  Kingsford students wow the delegates with a stunning Taiiji Fan 
Dance Performance. 
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On the 5th July students and teachers from Kingsford Community 
School and the Spanish School IES Europa took part in a cultural 
exchange.  Students from both schools took part in a number of 
activities, which enabled students to engage in conversations in 

Spanish and English.  The first activity was a óspeed-datingô type activity (pictured, above) whereby the Kingsford students posed some 
personal questions in Spanish to the students from IES Europa, who then answered in Spanish.    The students from IES Europa then 
posed the same questions in English to the students from Kingsford who then had to answer in English. The second activity was a óspoken 
wordô workshop, whereby students from both schools took part, firstly  in a number of warm-up activities in English and were then put into 
mixed groups, within which, under the direction of a drama student, they had to write and perform a short monologue about the place in 
which they lived.  The exchange proved to be very successful with both groups of students.  It was wonderful to hear the monologues from 
both schools expressing in Spanish or English their opinions of the area in which they lived.  Many of the Spanish students spoke about 
how great it was to live in a small town where everyone knew each other, whereas the English students expressed their enthusiasm for 
living in a large multicultural city like London.   Many expressed the opinion that they felt that they got the chance to practise their Spanish 
and English in a real environment with young people of their own age.  ñI improved my knowledge of Spanish and it was a great opportunity 
to meet Spanish studentsò, said Diana Rupinska (10K3).  Iranga Tcheko (10K10) agreed:    ñI enjoyed interacting with all the Spanish stu-
dents as well as learning about them and their familiesò, she said.   

As Spainôs footballers  
triumphed at the World Cup  
finals in South Africa, Spanish 
learning has also been  
flourishing at Kingsford.   
 

Recent activities have seen  
students travel to Alicante and 
Kingsford also host students 
from a school in Spain.  These 
events have brought students 
from both countries together 
and had an important impact 
upon their linguistic and  
cultural understanding...  

¡Hasta la próxima Alicante!  
¡Una Experiencia maravillosa!  

 
On the 22nd June, 15 students and Kingsford teachers (pictured) 
had the opportunity to visit Alicante, Spain, for the second year 
running, for the annual Kingsford work experience visit.  After a few 
orientation days, which included Spanish lessons, visits around the 
town and eating in local restaurants, the students spent several 
mornings working in various specifically chosen businesses for 3 to 
4 hours per day.  When not at work they discovered the culture 
and wonder of Spain by taking part in many cultural activities and 
visits, including: a visit to the local Santa Barbara Castle and an 
excursion to the picturesque village of Guadalest, a visit to the 
town of Villajoyosa and its famous óValorô chocolate factory, an 
evening visit to a flamenco show, an all-day visit to the town of 
Valencia and its art and science park and the nature park and zoo, 
Terra Natura.   Students made the most of their opportunities to 
speak Spanish in the hotel, with pupils in a Spanish school, with 
our two Spanish hosts and in their work placements.  This had an 
extremely positive impact on their learning and confidence: 
 

ñThe visit has made me more confident with my Spanish and 
around adults.  I can now speak in Spanish more fluently.ò   
Ayesha Opeloyeru (10K4) 
 

ñI learned about other cultures and I enjoyed communicating 
with the people I worked with and the customers.  I loved try-
ing the foods and sight -seeing.  Valencia, where we saw a dolphin show, was great!  The chocolate factory and the Salsa les-
sons were fun.ò 
Sara Assumani (10K5) 
 

ñThe placement has given me an insight into what work is like, whilst  giving me the opportunity to visit a place with a different 
culture from my own.ò 
Patrick Guevara (10K8) 
 

ñI  have improved  my communication skills.  Furthermore, I now feel confident around people that speak Spanish.ò 
Juste Rasciute (10K5) 
 
Mary Andrew, Subject Co -ordinator for Spanish  

IES Europa Cultural Exchange  
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A visit to the University of East London (UEL) Docklands was organized by the Science Learning Area 
on 21st and 22nd June 2010 to enable Kingsford pupils to study how different industries work towards a 
sustainable environment. The visit involved 50 pupils from Year 10 and the pupils who are working 
towards Arts Awards in Science. The main objectives of the visit were for pupils to learn and have 
hands on experience in the following: 
 

ἣ Making transport ñgreenò with a fleet of over 4500 vehicles. 
ἣ Protecting and repairing the environment when things go wrong.  
ἣ Re-using and recycling of textiles and clothes ï recycled fashions workshop. 
ἣMicro generation and renewable energy - converting energy from the sun into electricity 
or heat and other technologies such as wind turbines and heat pumps 
ἣThe true cost of water. Water efficiency and impacts of our water use on the environment.   
ἣWhat happens to all the waste when you dig up the road? 
ἣManaging an oil spill. 
 

It was a truly thought provoking educational experience not only for the pupils but also for the staff members accompanying them.  Two 
pupils have recorded their thoughts on the visit below.  
  

Ms Taninki, Science Inclusion Co -ordinator   

Sustainability in Industry Project  

ñI really enjoyed the visit to UEL Docklands on 22nd June 2010. I thought it was fun 
because it involved everyone and we got to participate in many social events. It also 
gave me a chance to meet people from other schools and industries. It was also very 
nice to go to the University of East London. It gave us a chance to experience what it is 
really like in a real University. 
 
I thought that the event about solar power and wind turbines was the richest educa-
tional experience. It told me about new ways to open up possibilities to reduce our car-
bon foot print which will eventually play a big part in saving the world from global warm-
ing. We also had the chance to see solar powered cars and electric cars which can be 
charged. 
 
I also learnt about the recycling company called AMG which recycles clothes which are 
given to charities. We saw how the clothes were sent to under developed countries and 
I thought it was very kind. We also modelled the recycled clothes. Veolia Waters event was very good and we learnt not to be conned by the big 
names for bottled water. We had lots of hands on activities to learn how water is recycled. Going on this trip taught me to appreciate what people 
in the sustainable industry do and ways in which they make an effort to protect the environment. We looked at builders, people working with EDF 
Energy and the regulations they have to follow to avoid fines of up to 20,000 pounds.  Overall it was a very enjoyable experience which taught me 
many new things and how we can play a part in keeping the environment as it is, if not better.ò 
 

Reiss Akhtar 7K1  

ñThe first workshop was conducted by LMB retail fashions on recycling and reuse of clothes. They showed us the wholes process of manufactur-
ing new clothes from old ones and how they were sent to developing countries. They encouraged us to recycle not only our clothes but our shoes, 
belts, hats and bags. We had fun trying out the outfits and took photographs for modeling.   The second workshop was conducted by Cambridge 
Solar which is a young company. We saw a wind mill at the UEL campus and the explained how it works and saves millions of pounds at Indus-
trial scale. They also demonstrated the work of Solar Panels and Hydro electric power stations to generate electricity. Though they are expensive 
to install, we can get our money back in a few years time and from then on it is all saving!  
  
EDF Company explained to us how they are working extensively to reduce the carbon foot print and showed us some of the things  they do. They 
are now going for a fleet of smaller cars which are more effi-
cient, using satellite navigation to reduce fuel wastage, using 
electric cars which can be charged and dual fuel vehicles. 
They also explained the rules they have to follow before dig-
ging up the ground to lay cables and recycle the soil which 
they get. They have about 35000 Km of cable underground 
which carries 40000 V of current. They showed how they test 
and clean contaminated water and oil spills using adsorbent 
materials which are` Hydrophobic`. The most interesting ses-
sion was conducted by Veolia Water. They explained how 
water is recycled to a very good standard which is fit for 
drinking. We had lots of activities to encourage us to drink tap 
water instead of bottled water which is expensive, their purity 
is the same. We also should be careful what we flush into the 
toilets, it should be something that disintegrates, like toilet 
tissue. 
 
Overall we enjoyed the day and we came out learning and 
thinking of ways in which we can make our environment sus-
tainable. I will definitely now recycle my old clothes , bags, 
belts, and hats, save water and electricity.ò 
 

Samara Lekamlage 10K7  

2010-2011 Term Dates  

Autumn Term 2010  
Thursday 2 nd September 2010 to Tuesday 21st December 2010  

Half Term: Monday 25th to Friday 29th October 2010  
 

Spring Term 2011  
Wednesday 5th January to Friday 15 th April 2011  

Half Term: Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February 2011  
 

Summer Term 2011  
Tuesday 3 rd May to Friday 15 th July 2011  

Half Term: Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2011 
 

Staff Training Days: school closed for pupils  
Wednesday 1st September 2010 

Other dates tba 
 

Arrangements for the first day of term: Thursday 2 nd September 2010  
Year 7 arrive at 8.30 a.m.  Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 arrive at 12.40 p.m.  


