
Last week, Kingsford was delighted to welcome a 
group of students from itôs French partner school, 
Collège Franklin.  The link with Collège Franklin in 
Lille is now three years old and has involved many 
exchange visits as well as curriculum projects. This 
year Collège Franklin sent a record 48 students to 
London! The students spent a day and a half at 
Kingsford. During their time here they  had a tour of 
the school, typed CVs in ICT with Ms Zaman, pre-
pared crea-

tive poetry with Mr Cook (pictured, right), learnt 
to play Cricket with Mr Cherret, did some Chi-
nese calligraphy with Mr Tong, Chinese paper 
folding with Ms Li (pictured, top) and found out 
about news stories in the UK by reading the 
Metro.  The students also had an opportunity 
to practice their English and help Kingsford 
students practice their French in a series of 
óspeed datingô activities with students from 
Years 8-10 (pictured, above left).  And most 
importantly the French students and their 
teachers finished their visit with a trip to Asda to do some essential shopping!  
 

Mr Aidam, Learning Area Leader for Languages  

Bienvenue à Londres!  
Kingsford hosts French students  
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Message from the Head Teacher  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

The summer term has so far been yet another extremely 
successful one for the school with notable success on 
the sports field and for the schoolôs debate club.  This 
term has also been an extremely successful one for the 
Languages curriculum which continues to flourish at 
Kingsford Community School.      
 

Recent reports have noted the decline in Languages in 
UK schools, following the decision to stop a modern 
foreign language being compulsory at GCSE level.  As a 
Specialist Language College, Kingsford has recognised 
the need to support and promote language learning, 
knowing that the skills acquired can open doors for stu-
dents in their future lives.  Recently, we have been suc-
cessful in introducing the world renowned Rosetta Stone 
online language learning tool to all students.  I am also 
delighted to announce that Mr Linathan, Kingsfordôs 
Language College Director, has been named as a Lead 
Practitioner for the Specialist Schools and Academies 
Trust for the next academic year.  He will be leading a 
dynamic network of practitioners looking to share exper-
tise and develop language teaching across the UK.       
 

In keeping with its status as a Specialist Language Col-
lege, Kingsford regularly receives visitors from many 
different countries.  I was recently delighted to welcome 
a large group of French students from our partner school 
in France (full report, right) and also two Head Teachers 
from Malaysia (below).     Both parties were very im-
pressed with the schoolðparticularly with the fact that 
Kingsford has created such a harmonious learning com-
munity with people from so many different cultures.  We 
did, however, have to inform our guests that the weather 
wasnôt always so good in London!   
 

The exam season is now in full swing and I would like to 
thank all parents, carers and staff for providing students 
with the support they need throughout this important 
time.  I hope you all have an enjoyable half term break.  
I look forward to seeing all staff and students again on 
Monday 7th June. 
 

Best wishes and kind regards, 
 
Joan Deslandes, Head Teacher  

Kingsford Welcomes Commonwealth Award Winners  
On 25th May 2010, Kingsford was delighted to welcome Mr Pudun Tadam, Headmaster of Ba Kela-
lan Primary School, Malaysia, and Mr Jaul anak Bunyau, Headmaster of Ulu Lubai Primary School, 
Malaysia (pictured, right).  The Head Teachers were on a special visit to the UK having won the 
Commonwealth  Education Good Practice Awards and were accompanied by Dr Roli Degazon-
Johnson of the Commonwealth Secretariat.  In order to win the award, the schools demonstrated 
that they had made a positive difference to the status and condition of school children, their teach-
ers, and the education system of Malaysia.  The two schools were selected as joint winners from 
over 50 submissions from a range of Commonwealth countries.  
 

Prior to the receipt of their awards at the Commonwealth Secretariat ceremony in Pall Mall, Lon-
don, the Heads visited Kingsford in order to gain an insight into British Education and to learn more 
about Kingsfordôs many international links.  They were certainly not disappointed. When they ar-
rived they were greeted by a traditional Kingsford student welcome in many different languages 
before having a chance to chat with staff and students about Kingsfordðwhich is over ten times the 
size of their schools! They then visited one of Kingsfordôs link schools, Ellen Wilkinson primary school, where they met its Head Teacher 
and students.    In the afternoon, Kingsfordôs Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes, Community Cohesion Officer, Reverend Fred Ashford-Okai 
and three studentsðAnnie Teriba (10K10), Michael Mann (9K3) and Shajeena Aboorvasooriya (9K5) - were invited to attend the cere-
mony and presentation of the awardðwhich Kingsford is thinking of applying for next year! 


