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Message from the Head Teacher 
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 
It is with joy but also great sadness that the 
school has started the new academic year.  
On the same day that Kingsford gained its 
best ever GCSE results, it also received the 
tragic news of the death of Year 8 student 
Liam Shinkwin.  I recently spent time with 
Liam during a school summer visit to China 
and knew him as an extremely amiable and 
intelligent young man. He is a massive loss 
to the Kingsford family.   
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to our 
staff and students, including Liam, who con-
tributed to our tremendous set of GCSE re-
sults.  The results are a testament to the con-
tinued improvement and development of the 
school.  I am also pleased to welcome our 
new staff and year 7 students, who have al-
ready settled in very well, to Kingsford at 
such a positive time in terms of the schoolôs 
academic development and I am sure that 
they will all make a valuable contribution to 
the school community as we look to build on 
this success. 
 
I hope you have all had an enjoyable summer 
break, a very happy Eid, and are looking for-
ward to an even more successful year than 
the last. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Joan Deslandes 

Head Teacher             

Another former Kingsford student is on his way to Cambridge University! George Weller (pictured, 
right, with his impressive results) is set to commence an undergraduate degree in Natural Sci-
ences at Emmanuel College after achieving straight As at A level in Biology, Chemistry, Maths and 
Further Maths.  At Cambridge, George will join Foysol Miah, another former Kingsford student, 
who has just completed his first year of his undergraduate degree, also in Natural Sciences.  The 
school wishes them both great success in their future studies.  
 
George Weller is one of the first Kingsford students to benefit from the pioneering scholarship link 
that exists between Kingsford and Brighton College, one of the top independent schools in the 
country.  Each year, the scheme provides 2-3 students from Kingsford with the chance to gain  
HSBC fully funded boarding scholarships to Brighton College sixth form, worth Ã50,000.  Georgeôs 
story gained much media attention and  Kingsfordôs Head Teacher, Joan Deslandes, appeared on 
BBC London News to discuss Georgeôs achievement and the schoolôs important role in this.  She 
expressed her great pride of his success and encouraged more schools to follow in the footsteps 
of Kingsford and Brighton through the formation of similar innovative and creative partnerships to 
support academic excellence.  The achievements of George and Foysol have shown that the skyôs 
the limit for every child at Kingsford and the school looks forward to more success stories in the 
near future.   
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It is with great sadness that the school reports the loss of 
student Liam Shinkwin, who tragically passed away after 
suffering an asthma attack at his home on Wednesday 
26th August. Liam was an extremely bright and friendly 
member of the school community who will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. An intelligent young man, 
he was entered early for his French GCSE and gained an 
A grade, but sadly never received this excellent news.  
Liamôs funeral took place on Monday 7th September; the 
Head Teacher, Liamôs tutor group, his Year Leader and 
the Reverend Ashford-Okai were amongst the many peo-
ple who gathered to celebrate Liamôs life.  The school 
would like to send its deepest condolences to Liamôs 
family and his many friends during this difficult time. 

Liam Shinkwin 1996-2009 

Kingsford celebrates Oxbridge success 

Students of Kingsford Community School have this year achieved the schoolôs best 

ever GCSE results.  Over 60% of students gained five or more A* to C grades, a 

notable increase from the previous year.  Meanwhile, the school continued to build 

on last yearôs impressive results in subjects such as Chinese and ICT, with 87% of 

all Mandarin students, over 90% of ICT students and a fantastic 97% of Business 

Studies students attaining an A* to C grade.  The results confirm Kingsfordôs contin-

ued rise as the most improved school in the London Borough of Newham. 

Particularly impressive grades were obtained by Fawziyah Rahman, Obi Imachukwu 

and Issa Abdul-Moomin who are on their way to Cheltenham Ladies College, Taun-

ton School for Girls and Brighton College respectively, to undertake their A-levels.  

Issa, who obtained a hugely impressive seven A*s and seven As, will be joined at 

Brighton College by Jorden Edgar-Oliyide and Kris Shuklaðthe trio gained the 

grades  required to  confirm  their  sixth-form  scholarship  places  at  the  top  co-

educational school in the country, via Kingsfordôs unique HSBC funded link.  All 

these high achievers will be looking to follow in the footsteps of the former Kingsford 

students now at Cambridge University (see below).    
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Student Attendance 
 
Good attendance is vital for all our students if they are to gain 
the most from the education we provide. There are clearly 
documented links between regular attendance and attainment. 
 

THE ROLE OF THE PARENTS / CARERS 

This school values its partnership with parents/carers. 
We believe that a student is able to achieve their best when: 

 

V The school and the family work together. 

V Parents/carers take an active interest in their 

childôs schoolworkӞ. 

V Parents/carers ensure that their child attends 

regularly and do not allow time off for trivial or 
unacceptable reasons. 

V Parents contact school on the first day of 

absence and provide the reason for absence and 
intended return date. 

V Parents provide a written note on the day of 

their childôs return to school. 

V Parents avoid taking their children on holiday 

during term time. 

V Parents attend any necessary meetings and 

respond as quickly as possible to any letters 
and information about their childôs attendance. 

Monday 28th September: 
Year 11 Drama Exam (across next 3 weeks) 

 

Tuesday 29th September: 
Year 6-7 Transfer Evening 

 
Thursday 8th October: 

Year 8 HPV Immunisations 

 
12thð16th October:  

House Football Competitions 
 

Wednesday 14th October  
Year 10 Technology Visit to Design Museum 

 
Thursday 15th October:  

Year 11 Visit to Olympic Aquatic Centre 
 

Friday 16th October: 
In School Diwali Celebrations 

www.kingsfordschool.com  

On behalf of all Year 7 Tutors, I would like to say a big thank you 
to all parents and carers who attended the Year 7 Tutor Evening 
on Tuesday 22nd September.  It was an excellent occasion and I 
look forward to seeing you again at SAC day on November 23rd 
2009 and throughout your childôs time at Kingsford, which I am 
sure will be extremely successfulðI am glad they have already 
settled in so well.  
 
Ms Parson 
Year 7 Leader 

Year 7 Tutor Evening 

Kingsford is pleased to announce the introduction of a new ad-
vanced communications system.  óSchoolcommsô will allow parents 

to receive regular information from the school via text and e-mail, 
ensuring that they are kept fully up to date with the latest goings on 
at the school.  The new system will send parents/carers emails or 
texts with updates on:  

¶ student absence 

¶ parentsô evening dates 

¶ school newsletters 

¶ school closures (for example, in very bad weather) 

and a range of other information.  For this to be successful, the 
school needs to have the correct data for every student.  If the 
school does not have your most current mobile phone number 
or e-mail address, please ensure you provide this information 
as soon as possible.  Please impress on your child the importance 

of attending every registration session in school; if they are in school 
but have failed to be registered (a legal requirement), you may now 
receive a text/email to say they are absent.  

Upcoming Events 

Every year the 26th of September is European Day for Languages. 
As a Specialist Language College with over 60% its pupils bilin-
gual, Kingsford devotes a whole week to promote language and 
cultural awareness, encouraging  pupils to be proud of their first 
language and stimulate interest in learning about other culturesða 
major aim of the school since of was first accredited with the Inter-
national School Award in 2007. 

 From left to right: Ms M Andrew, Mr R Wilson, Ms G Potticary, Ms N Shah 
and Ms K Osman. 

 
This year, stickers were given out to students with the word for 
óhelloô written in lots of different languages.  Pupils took part in 
interactive assemblies and daily student quizzes, whilst staff had 
their own quiz to contemplate! Every subject based part of their 
lesson on different languages and cultures and international music 
was played in the corridors. On Monday and Friday the school 
canteen provided international cuisine for the students in place of 
their normal school dinners. 
 
For the first time ever, Kingsford provided free beginner workshops 
for parents and staff (pictured, above, with certificates) in French, 
Mandarin and Spanish.  All parents involved commented on how 
well run the workshops were and how welcome they were made to 
feel by the Languages Departmentðwho were encouraged to 
make the class a regular fixture!   For information about future 
workshops and to register interest, please contact the languages 
department. 

International Languages Week 2009 

2 


