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Message from the Head Teacher  
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 
This is the final newsletter of what has been 
a truly memorable academic year for Kings-
ford Community School.  In the last couple of 
months alone, the school has enjoyed sig-
nificant success.  Kingsfordôs recent triumph 
at the London Teenage Poetry Slam is a fine 
example of the high standards that contin-
ued to be set by the schoolôs students, when 
given the opportunity to excel. Kingsfordôs 
projects and achievements have worked to 
bring young people together, build bridges 
between cultures and enhance community 
partnerships through learning and creativity. 
  
I would like to bid a fond farewell to all those 

students and staff who are now leaving 

Kingsfordðall have made an important con-

tribution to the school and I wish them great 

success in their future endeavours.  Finally, I 

would like to wish all members of the school 

community a safe and enjoyable summer 

break and a well deserved rest!  

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Joan Deslandes  
Head Teacher             

HSBC Tall Ships Youth Trust Voyage of Achievement  
Pictured before setting sail from Newcastle on Tyne are Kings-
ford students Joe Brant and Arsene Choya, both aged 16, who 
are taking part in a ten-night sea going adventure to London on 
board the tall ship, Stavros S Niarchos. They are among a 
crew of students from schools from across the UK on the ninth 
annual Tall Ships Youth Trust Voyage of Achievement, funded 
by The HSBC Global Education Trust.  The voyage finishes 
when the ship sails up the Thames and under Tower Bridge in 
London, before mooring alongside HMS Belfast, on the after-
noon of Friday 10th July.  The students are part of a 48 strong 
youth crew from 24 schools across England and Wales who 
will develop life skills and learn first hand about geography and 
weather systems as they sail the Tall Ship from Newcastle to 
London. Tim Law, Tall Ships Youth Trust Marketing and Op-
erations Director, said:  ñFor many this voyage will be a life 
changing experience. A Tall Ships Voyage takes people out of their comfort zone and they will find things within them-
selves that they did not realise were there. Tasks such as climbing the rigging or helping prepare dinner for 67 people can 
give young people a real sense of achievement and self worth.ò  Continued on page 6  
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On Saturday 27
th
 

J u n e  2 0 0 9 , 
Kingsford Com-
munity School 
took part in the 
Sixth Annual 
Teenage Poetry 
Slam Competi-
tion in South 
London and 
wonðagain! The 
team, with the 
slogan óKCS 
Making Historyô, 
made history by 
becoming the 
only school to have won the competition twice since it started in 2003. The 
team of Year 8 students: Shaquille Weekes, Aisha Habiba, Shajadah Ka-
yum, Max Ikua, James Ojuolape, Grace Adesanya, Jack Lyddiatt and 
Brinda Indusegaran, worked for five months with established poet Shane 
Solanki to create two pieces of writing  that celebrate poetry in its living 
form and its relevance to young people in todayôs society.  The team gave 
up much of their free time to ensure they produced a mesmerising per-
formance that would capture the imagination of their audience. Further-
more, as a prize for winning the event, Kingsfordôs champions have been 
rewarded with a seven day visit to Chicago, USA, the birth place of Slam 
poetry, in the Autumn term. They will spend a week in an American school 
working with teachers and students and will perform as guests of honour 
at the Chicago Slam 2009.  We are so proud of our winners!  

Kingsford students slam their way into the history books!  
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Newham Arts Festival 2009  
The Newham Arts Festival runs 
every year during June and July 
and this year Kingsfordôs musi-

cians have been sharing their musical prowess at a 
number of concerts. The Kingsford Choir joined five 
hundred other pupils from schools across Newham to 
perform in a choir concert at the Royal Festival Hall on 
the 24

th
 June. It was inspiring to see so many students 

of all ages singing together and performing to such a 
high standard. They were supported by a very enthusi-
astic audience who couldnôt resist singing and dancing 
with the choir through the final song. On the 2

nd
 July, 

Year 10 GCSE pupils and Year 9 pupils involved in the 
Newham song writing project, performed with other pu-
pils from Newham Schools at the Share It concert at 
Stratford Circus. Congratulations to Darcy Weller, Liam 
Fergus and Joseph Oyelade in Year 10 and  Year 9 
students Daniel Mburu, Annie Teriba, Beau Quashie, 
Dominic Lansiquot and Lake Barrett for an excellent 
performance. On Saturday 4

th
 July, Kingsfordôs Jazz 

Band showed why they are the best in the borough at 
the Jazz It concert, again at Stratford Circus. Then, in 
the final festival event, five Gifted and Talented musi-
cians ï Caleb and Harris Johnson, Tomi Baiyewu, 
Phebe Ekregbesi and Joseph Oyelade -  took part in a 
special workshop and concert on 9

th
 July. All of them 

demonstrated not only their excellent musical talents 
but their willingness to listen to and work with both pro-
fessional musicians and other students. 

 Technology Visit to Coca -Cola Factory  
 

On Monday 22
nd

                          
June, twenty Year 10 
Graphics students 
visited the Coca-Cola 
Enterprise Education 
centre in Edmonton.  
The purpose of the visit was to learn and observe the 
design and manufacture of the products the company 
sells.  Students learnt about the history of the company, 
including how the brand started from its initial invention 
to its development into the world wide óiconicô status 
that we all know today.  Students were also given a 
team design challenge to develop a new drink product - 
designing it for a specific market, based on a theme and 
developing the bottle design, marketing strategies and 
slogans.  With a number of creative ideas presented, 
the winning team was selected and received a prize. 
Lastly, students were all taken on a tour around the fac-
tory to observe the development and production of the 
drinks it distributes, from the moulding of the bottles, 
mixing of the drinks, filling, capping and palletizing for 
distribution on the fully automated production lines. It 
was an interesting and rewarding visit that will have pro-
vided students with ideas for the products they will be 
designing and making, with consideration for the batch 
or mass manufacturing systems that they must also 
plan as part of their coursework project. 

Kingsford Hosts East London  Maths Challenge  
 

On Thursday 2
nd

 July, Kingsford Community School 
hosted  fourteen other Newham Schools for the London East 
Maths Challenge 2009.  An annual event,  the competition brings 
together the brightest maths students from across East London 
to put their skills to the test.  Four students (two boys and two 
girls from Years 9 and 10) represented each school in the com-
petition.   Kingsfordôs team finished a respectable fifth on home 
turf.  The competition was organised by Kingsfordôs very own Mr 
Johnson Ayodeji and Newhamôs Mathematics Consultant, Mr 
Steve Wright:  ñThank you to all those involved at Kingsford, who 
helped to make a great success of the Newham round of the 
East London maths Challenge 2009, in spite of the heat.  Every-
body worked really hard, the teachers did their marking well and 
it was an excellent event overallò, said Mr Wright. 
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